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“One of the 
best small jazz 
festivals in the 
country if not 

the world.”

“All killer. 
No filler.”



thursday | january 29 
Gabrielle Cavassa and Gabe Schnider

 Harmon Guest House Merritt Hall  
    227 Healdsburg Avenue 
Two shows  |  6:00pm & 8:00pm  

friday | january 30 
Jahari Stampley Family Trio

 Paul Mahder Gallery  |  222 Healdsburg Avenue 
7:00pm

saturday | february 31 
Jeff Denson & Mimi Fox Duo

 Idlewild Tasting Room  |  132 Plaza Street 
2:00pm

Harlem of the West Jazz Party
 Paul Mahder Gallery  |  222 Healdsburg Avenue 

6:00pm

sunday | february 1 
Ben Goldberg and Scott Amendola

 Idlewild Tasting Room  |  132 Plaza Street 
2:00pm

Joel Ross’ Good Vibes
 Healdsburg Community Church

    1100 University Avenue
7:00pm



thu 1/29 
GABRIELLE CAVASSA &

GABE SCHNIDER

HARMON GUEST HOUSE | 227 HEALDSBURG AVENUE 
6:00PM & 8:00PM 

$106 | $81 | $61

The festival opens with an exclusive engagement 
by two singular jazz explorers. With her molasses 
phrasing and plush velvet tone, Gabrielle Cavassa 
has emerged in the past five years as one of jazz’s 
most alluring new voices. After winning the 2021 Sarah 
Vaughan International Jazz Vocal Competition, she 
joined forces with saxophone star Joshua Redman, 
who featured her on his first album to include vocals, 
2023’s where are we (Blue Note Records).

Her 2024 Healdsburg debut with Redman left 
audiences smitten with her supple talent. While getting 
set to release her Blue Note debut, the New Orleans-
based Cavassa has been spreading her wings in all 
directions, like on this collaboration with insistently 
inventive Los Angeles guitarist Gabe Schnider. They’re 
both eager for another trip into the lustrous unknown.

Your ticket includes a glass of Overshine wine.

Thank you VIP Patrons Kerry Francis and John 
Jimerson for underwriting this concert!



Family bands are nothing new in jazz, but there’s never 
been a combo quite like the Jahari Stampley Trio. A 
powerhouse pianist and keyboardist who roared out of 
Chicago with his 2023 victory at the Herbie Hancock 
Institute of Jazz International Piano Competition, 
he seems to expand his creative reach with each 
performance. Deploying his capacious technique in the 
service of extended, multi-part compositions that unfurl 
like mini-suites, he tends to paint on a big canvas.

His group features the dynamic drummer JongKuk Kim, 
and Jahari’s mother, revered music educator D’Erania 
Stampley, on electric upright bass, alto sax and synth. 
Wisely, he features her extensively, and she makes it 
clear that the Stampley household must have been a 
fiercely creative crucible for her extraordinary son.

Thank you Chamber Music America for supporting this 
rising artist and his work.

fri 1/30 
JAHARI STAMPLEY 

FAMILY TRIO

PAUL MAHDER GALLERY | 222 HEALDSBURG AVENUE
7:00PM 

$106 | $81 | $61 | $31



More than a meeting of musical giants, the pairing of 
guitar maestro Mimi Fox and bassist/vocalist virtuoso 
Jeff Denson is a charged encounter between mutual 
admirers who’ve collaborated in several celebrated 
settings. As two thirds of the all-star San Francisco 
String Trio (with violinist Mads Tolling, who’s also a 
featured Healdsburg Jazz artist this season), they 
brilliantly reimagined the seminal Beatles album Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band with 2017’s May I 
Introduce to You.

Recognized as one of jazz’s most prodigious guitarists 
for more than three decades, Fox has performed 
and recorded with some of the music world’s most 
commanding players, including fellow guitarists Charlie 
Byrd, Stanley Jordan, and Charlie Hunter.

Denson made jazz history with Minsarah, the 
internationally acclaimed cooperative trio he formed 
in 2001, which was adopted by itinerant alto sax legend 
Lee Konitz as his first touring band. 

Together, Denson on bass and vocals, and Fox on 
guitar, exemplify jazz as a conversational art form, 
with improvisational flights marked by puckish wit, 
extravagant lyricism, and soul-bearing emotion.

Your ticket includes a glass of natural wine from 
Overshine Collective’s Idlewild Wines.

fri 1/30 
JEFF DENSON 

AND MIMI FOX DUO
IDLEWILD TASTING ROOM |  132 PLAZA STREET 

2:00 
$48 | $28



sat 1/31
HARLEM OF THE WEST 

JAZZ PARTY
PAUL MAHDER GALLERY | 222 HEALDSBURG AVENUE 

6:00PM 
$106 | $81 | $61 | $31

Healdsburg Jazz celebrates Black History Month with a 
grand Jazz Party in honor of San Francisco’s Fillmore 
District, which was known in the mid-20th Century as 
the Harlem of the West due to its wee-hours nightlife 
fueled by numerous jazz and blues clubs.

A rollicking three-hour non-stop celebration featuring 
a talent-packed cast of special guest artists in various 
group formats that will include poetry, photography, 
art and lots of hard-swinging music. With KSCM DJ 
Greg Bridges serving as host and emcee, the players 
include powerhouse vocalist Jackie Ryan, Craig 
Handy on saxophone, pianists Tamir Hendelman 
and Tammy Hall, violinist Mads Tolling, bassists 
Gary Brown, Marcus Shelby and Kanoa Mendenhall, 
drummers Scott Amendola and Sylvia Cuenca, and 
poet Enid Pickett.

Also, our friends at Spoonbar across the way will be 
creating some special jazzy menu items for the night 
to enjoy at the restaurant or to go!



sun 2/1
BEN GOLDBERG 

& SCOTT AMENDOLA
IDLEWILD TASTING ROOM | 132 PLAZA STREET

2:00PM 
$71

There are jazz duos and then there’s a sojourn 
with clarinetist Ben Goldberg and drummer Scott 
Amendola, two of the Bay Area’s most acclaimed 
improvisers. Dating back to the 1990s, both artists have 
thrived in stripped-down encounters.

Goldberg’s extraordinary duo discography includes 
albums with pianist Myra Melford, cornetist Kirk Knuffke, 
saxophonist Marty Ehrlich, and drummer Vijay Anderson. 
And no drummer in jazz has a deeper catalog of duo 
projects than Amendola, who’s recorded essential 
albums with saxophonist Phillip Greenlief, guitarist 
Charlie Hunter, Hammond B3 organist Wil Blades.

Over the past three decades, Goldberg and Amendola 
have recorded numerous times together, including 
the brilliant Thelonious Monk project Plays Monk with 
bassist Devon Hoff, and Here to There with bassist Todd 
Sickafoose, an album of tunes inspired by the bridges of 
Monk compositions. It’s a safe bet that Monk’s music will 
materialize again when Amendola and Goldberg resume 
their ongoing conversation.

Your ticket includes a glass of natural wine from 
Overshine Collective's Idlewild Wines.



sun 2/1
JOEL ROSS’ GOOD VIBES

HEALDSBURG COMMUNITY CHURCH  |  1100 UNIVERSITY AV 
7:00PM

 $81 | $56 | $31

The jazz scene is in the midst of a spectacular vibes 
resurgence, and the artist at the center of this 21st 
movement is Joel Ross.

Since gaining renown a decade ago in with Chicago 
trumpeter Marquis Hill’s Blacktet he’s brought the 
instrument to the forefront of the contemporary 
scene, with at least a dozen brilliant vibraphonists 
following in his wake. A gifted composer, Ross had 
already appeared on more than a dozen albums as a 
sideman before releasing his 2019 debut as a leader 
on Blue Note, KingMaker, which earned the 2020 Jazz 



International Edison Award. With each subsequent 
album he’s grown as a composer and improviser, like 
on his 2022 album-length suite The Parable of the Poet, 
which finds his luxuriantly lyrical sensibility energized 
by his thick, quick shifting harmonic orchestration.

Joel Ross and his quintet “Good Vibes" will perform 
music from his just-released (January 30) gospel-
influenced album Gospel Music. Ross’s Good Vibes 
combo features some of jazz’s most prodigious young 
players, anchored by the charismatic bassist Kanoa 
Mendenhall, pianist Tyler Bullock, Devin Daniels on 
alto saxophone, Maria Grand on tenor saxophone, and 
Jeremy Dutton playing drums.

Closing the festival on a joyously ringing note, Ross 
makes it clear that the vibraphone legacy of Milt 
Jackson, Bobby Hutcherson and Steve Nelson is in 
expert hands.

National media are raving about Joel Ross; see the 
latest accolades below:

“[a] bright young vibraphonist on his own 
rocketlike trajectory.” 

– The New York Times, Nate Chinen  

“Joel Ross is already widely known as 
contemporary jazz’s top prospect. KingMaker 
shows that he has what it takes to build something 
vital.” 

– The New York Times (year-end list)  

“The bright future stretching before Ross has as 
much to do with that emotional expression as 
anything that happens between his mallets.” 

– NPR  

“The 23-year-old vibraphonist shines on his 
debut album, with an approach that feels sly 
and mysterious; he also proves himself a sharp 
bandleader.” 

– Pitchfork

sun 2/1 
JOEL ROSS’ GOOD VIBES



HEALDSBURG JAZZ STAFF: 

Marcus Shelby artistic director

Gayle Okumura Sullivan executive director

Michele Rahmn office manager 

Stella Heath education coordinator 

FESTIVAL TEAM MEMBERS: 

Steve Moon, SMS Productions sound & stage production

Josep Miàs operations manager  

Max Borkenhagen stage management 

Ranch7 Creative branding & graphic design  

Jesse Cutler publicist 

Jim Orsetti photography 

Teresa Baumgardner social media  

James DiMartini general counsel 

Jeanie Daskais green room

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

Jack Raineault chair  |  Kathy Taylor vice chair

Karen Dienst secretary   

Dan Carroll treasurer

Mark Garrett  |  Stephen Passalacqua

Chad Richards  |  Marcus Shelby

Gayle Okumura Sullivan

VOLUNTEERS: 
Thank you to all of our many volunteers!

Healdsburg Jazz stimulates interest in and promotes 
awareness and appreciation of jazz by facilitating cross-
cultural interaction, providing performance opportunities, 
and educating young people and adults about the important 
role of jazz as an indigenous American art form.

making it happen



JAZZ CHAMPIONS $50,000+
Dan Carroll & Stasia Obremskey

David Drummond
Amy & Mark Garrett

JAZZ MASTERS $25,000+
Louis & Lynda Jordan 

Karen & Jeff Miller 
Janet & Michael Verlander
Howard & Barbara Wollner

JAZZ VIRTUOSOS $10,000+
Leah Rosenkrantz & Jeffrey Bluestone

Ann Davis & Cal Hirsch 
Kerry Francis & John Jimerson 
Christine Hoang & Paul Nakada 

Gary Jaffe 
Circe Sher 

Dave & Lee Stare
Anonymous

JAZZ LEGENDS $5000+
Dennis & Kate Abbe 

Renu Agrawal & David Weber
Ruth Ahlers & Jack Raineault

Ed Brakeman & Barbara Carlisle
Lorna Calas

Ralph Cohen & Susan Million
Patricia & Frank Carrubba

Deborah DiDomenico
Karen & Sedge Dienst

Amy & Phil Duff
Glenn Grigg
Louis Green

Jeff & Vida Harband
The Michael Jaret Legacy Foundation

Jan Kahdema & Rita Jane Purcell
Doug Lipton & Cindy Daniel

Charlie Martin
Care Morgenstern

Claire O’Neill
Stephan Passalacqua

Chad Richard; Camille Seghesio
Brian & Gayle Sullivan

Kathy Taylor
David Vidaurri & Margaret Marquez

Judy Voigt
James & Rhonda White

Gayla & Walt Wood
Carolyn Wright and Richard Lapping

David Zimmerman
Anonymous

patrons 2026




